Congress of the United States
PHousge of Repregentatibes
Tashington, MBC 20515—-4302

November 21, 2025

U.S. Attorney Daniel Rosen
U.S. Courthouse

300 S 4 Street, Suite 600
Minneapolis, MN 55415

U.S. Attorney Rosen,

First and foremost, congratulations on your confirmation for U.S. Attorney for the District of
Minnesota. Given the inaction and improper handling of fraud by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz
and his administration, we are urging you, as the new U.S. Attorney, to open an investigation into
reports that Minnesota taxpayer dollars are ending up in the hands of the Al-Shabaab terrorist
network in Somalia.

As you know, officials estimate one billion dollars have been stolen under the Walz
administration.! Since 2020, we have written the Walz administration on numerous occasions

~inquiring about the Feeding our Future fraud scheme, as well as fraud in the Housing
Stabilization Services (HSS) program, Child Care Assistance program, and Minnesota’s Early
Intensive Developmental and Behavioral Intervention (EIDBI) program, with no avail. Recently,
it has come to our attention that “millions of dollars in stolen funds have been sent back to
Somalia, where they ultimately landed in the hands of the terror group Al-Shabaab.”> We are
deeply disturbed by these reports.

Specifically, it is alleged that Minnesota’s Somali community, the largest in the nation, has been
sending millions back to Somalia via the hawala network, an informal money trafficking network
which is notorious for funds ending up in terrorist networks, and in this instance, Al-Shabaab.?
These allegations follow criminal indictments for fraud against six members of the Somali
community in September, relating to hundreds of millions of dollars in fraudulent payments for

' 1 Knudsen, C. (2025, July 23). US attorney says Minnesota government fraud could exceed $1 billion. KSTP.com
5 Eyewitness News. https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/u-s-attorney-says-minnesota-government-fraud-could-
exceed-1-billion/

2 Thorpe, R., & Rufo, C. F. (2025b, November 20). “The Largest Funder of Al-Shabaab Is the Minnesota Taxpayer”
City Journal. https://www.city-journal.org/article/minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-
shabaab?utm_source=virtuous%E2%80%A6

Id



the HSS program.* Additionally, the majority of over 70 defendants involved in the $250 million
Feeding our Future fraud scheme were also a part of the Minnesota Somali community.’> One of
these individuals was also indicted in connection with the $14 million EIDBI fraud scheme last
year.®

It is bad enough that these individuals are defrauding our state, taking services and funds away
from children and the most vulnerable, but now there is a good reason to believe that Minnesota
taxpayer dollars are going straight into terrorists’ hands. These new allegations present not only a
serious betrayal of taxpayer trust, but also a grave threat to our national security. Therefore, we
request a thorough investigation into reports that these and other stolen funds have been sent
back to Somalia via the hawala network and into the hands of Al-Shabaab.

We thank you in advance for standing up for Minnesotans and their hard-earned tax dollars, and
please know, our offices are ready and willing to assist.

Sincerely,
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Tom Emmer Pete Stauber
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Michelle Fischbach Brad Finstad

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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* “The shame of Minnesota": Somali immigrants behind 3250 million child nutrition fraud in largest COVID-era
scam. (2025, March 27). Newstarget.com. https://www.newstarget.com/2025-03-27-somali-immigrants-behind-250-
million-child-nutrition-fraud.html
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