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Senate Majority Leader John Thune
U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC 20003

Speaker of the U.S. House Mike Johnson
The Speaker's Office

U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20003

June 30, 2025

Dear Senate Majority Leader Thune and House Speaker Mike Johnson,

On behalf of Independent Women's Voice, | applaud Congress’ “One Big Beautiful Bill” to
repeal the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) green subsidies of mature clean energy projects.
Independent Women fights for women and their loved ones by effectively expanding
support for policy solutions that aren’t just well-intended, but actually enhance people’s
freedom, opportunities, and well-being.

Green subsidies are costly, distort markets, and favor unreliable solar, wind energy, and
electric vehicle (EV) projects. If IRA green subsidies aren't adequately addressed, their
costs could balloon to between $2.04 trillion and $4.67 trillion by 2050, and taxpayers
would have little return to see for this giant investment.

Unsurprisingly, green energy subsidies have failed to spur widespread clean energy
adoption—namely of electric vehicles (EVs), solar, and wind—despite decades of
government subsidies.

Without government support, a typical EV costs between $58,000 and $13,000 more than
a gas-powered car. According to Consumer Reports, new EVs are 79% less reliable than
gas-powered cars. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV) fared worse, being 146% less
reliable than gas-powered cars. EVs could even be worse for the environment, with their
brakes and tires releasing 1,850 times more toxic emissions than regular tailpipes. Despite
mandates and available tax credits, only a small share of Americans currently own EVs.
Just 1.4% of 292.3 million vehicles—or 4,092,200—on the road today are electric.
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https://www.iwf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/0625PF_IRAGreenSubsidies.pdf
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/budgetary-cost-inflation-reduction-acts-energy-subsidies
https://www.texaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-10-TrueCostofEVs-BennettIsaac.pdf
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/loans/auto-loans/ev-total-ownership-costs
https://www.consumerreports.org/media-room/press-releases/2023/11/electric-vehicles-are-improving-but-charging-and-battery-issues-persist-in-consumer-reports-2023-annual-auto-reliability-survey/
https://www.consumerreports.org/media-room/press-releases/2023/11/electric-vehicles-are-improving-but-charging-and-battery-issues-persist-in-consumer-reports-2023-annual-auto-reliability-survey/
https://safety21.cmu.edu/2024/03/06/electric-cars-release-more-toxic-emissions-than-gas-powered-vehicles-and-are-worse-for-the-environment-resurfaced-study-warns/
https://www.experian.com/content/dam/marketing/na/automotive/infrographic/EV-Infographic/electric-vehicles-2024-year-in-review.pdf
http://iwv.org/

Likewise, the government has favored unreliable solar and wind energy at the expense of
coal, natural gas, and nuclear, in the name of fighting climate change. This decision is not
only costly but dangerous, especially in a time of growing electricity demand from
artificial intelligence (Al) data centers, air conditioning, transportation, and manufacturing
sectors. Solar and wind optimally operate for just 25% and 35% of the year, respectively.
Equally concerning is that solar (3.9%) and wind (10.2%) only comprise a small share of our
energy mix, despite being heavily subsidized. As the North American Electric Reliability
Corporation (NERC) recently warned in its 2025 Summer Reliability Assessment report,
adding more renewables, like solar, will “introduce more complexity and energy
limitations into the resource mix.” Furthermore, producing more renewable energy isn't
shown to lower or replace coal, oil, and natural gas.

Much to the chagrin of its backers, green subsidies—even those contained in the
IRA—don't create viable long-term jobs. The law promised to create 9 million clean
energy jobs by 2032, one million jobs annually. Yet, only 400,000 new green jobs have
reportedly been created—well below this projection—with most green jobs created being
temporary construction positions. Today, the market is increasingly favoring nuclear
power and natural gas plants, not unreliable, intermittent power sources like solar and
wind.

For all these reasons, we urge Congress to work toward the swift passage of the “One Big
Beautiful Bill" repeal of mature green energy subsidies. Independent Women’s Voice
thanks Leader Thune and Speaker Johnson for their leadership on this issue.

Respectfully,

Sl

Gabriella Hoffman
Director, Center for Energy and Conservation
Independent Women's Voice
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https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=65264
https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/nuclear-power-most-reliable-energy-source-and-its-not-even-close
https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=427&t=3
https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=427&t=3
https://www.nerc.com/news/Headlines%20DL/05142025%20SRA%20Announcement%20Final.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/pa/RAPA/ra/Reliability%20Assessments%20DL/NERC_SRA_2025.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2025-05-renewable-energy-production-fossil-fuels.html
https://www.bluegreenalliance.org/site/9-million-good-jobs-from-climate-action-the-inflation-reduction-act/
https://climatepower.us/clean-energy-jobs-report/
https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/green-jobs-fossil-fuel-workers
https://www.klgates.com/Going-NuclearIndustry-Outlook-and-Issues-4-9-2025#:~:text=The%20nuclear%20energy%20industry%20continues,thinking%20for%20deploying%20existing%20assets.
https://www.klgates.com/Going-NuclearIndustry-Outlook-and-Issues-4-9-2025#:~:text=The%20nuclear%20energy%20industry%20continues,thinking%20for%20deploying%20existing%20assets.
https://cei.org/blog/plans-to-build-gas-plants-respond-to-increased-power-demand/
http://iwv.org/

